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GABRIELEÑO BAND OF MISSION INDIANS - KIZH NATION  

Historically known as The San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians recognized by the State of California as the aboriginal tribe of the Los Angeles basin 

 

 
 
 
 

March 31, 2025 

 

John King 

Planning Director 

City of Paramount 

jking@paremountcity.com 

 

Subject: Formal Request for Government-to-Government Consultation –  Clearwater Specific Plan 

Dear John King, 

On behalf of the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians Kizh Nation, I am formally requesting government-to-government consultation the city of 

Paramount pursuant to Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) regarding the proposed Clearwater Specific 

Plan Project. Our tribe has ancestral and cultural ties to this area, and we are concerned that the project may impact Tribal Cultural Resources    (TCRs) 

within our traditional territory. 

Under AB 52, lead agencies are required to engage in meaningful government-to-government consultation with our tribe who is ancestrally traditionally 

and culturally affiliated with the project area when the project undergoes CEQA review, in accordance with the law. 

We request that formal consultation be initiated within the required timeframe, and we are prepared to meet at your earliest convenience. Please confirm 

receipt of this request and provide available dates for an initial consultation meeting. 

http://www.gabrielenoindians.org/
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For scheduling or further discussion, please contact me at gabrielenoindians@gmail.com  or (844) 390 - 0787. We appreciate your commitment to 

ensuring compliance with AB 52 and protecting the cultural heritage of our tribal community. 

 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Salas  

Hereditary Chief 

Kizh (Quiichi) Nation Gabrieleño Band Of Mission Indians 

Best regards, 

 
Hereditary Chief Andrew Salas 

Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians–Kizh Nation 
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GABRIELEÑO BAND OF MISSION INDIANS - KIZH NATION  
Historically known as The San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians recognized by the State of California as the 

aboriginal tribe of the Los Angeles basin 

 

 
 
 

Friday, June 20, 2025 

John King 
Planning Director 
City of Paramount 
16400 Colorado Ave. 
Paramount, CA 90723 
jking@paramountcity.gov 

Subject: Request for Implementation of Tribal Mitigation Measures Under AB 52 – Clearwater Specific Plan 

Dear Mr. King, 

The land currently known as the City of Paramount rests within the ancestral territory of the Gabrieleno Band 
of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation. As the original Indigenous people of the Los Angeles Basin, our presence in 
this region predates European colonization by thousands of years. Our connection to the land is not 
symbolic—it is rooted in generations of stewardship, ceremonial use, and lifeways intimately tied to the 
geography, waterways, and ecosystems of the region. 

Prior to Spanish contact, this area formed part of a highly developed and organized network of Kizh village 
communities, trade routes, and spiritual corridors. These were not isolated settlements but part of a cohesive 
and complex Indigenous civilization with deep ecological knowledge and spiritual governance of the land. Our 
ties to this place remain continuous, informed by oral tradition, historical records, and documented 
archaeological resources. 

The area now encompassing the City of Paramount was once the location of Naxaaw’nga, a principal Kizh 
village situated along the San Gabriel River corridor. Ethnographic records from Harrington and Reid, as well 
as our oral traditions, place Naxaaw’nga and its related site, Naxaaw’nga-Sejat, within the boundaries of what 
is now the modern city. These sites held significant ceremonial, residential, and subsistence value to our 
people. Early Californio settlers acknowledged this lasting presence by referring to the area as “La Ranchería,” 
a specific use of the general term for any “Indian” settlement.  

Spanish Mission History – 1700s Impact on Kizh Villages 

Following the establishment of Mission San Gabriel Arcángel in 1771, our communities, including those in 
and around Naxaaw’nga, were forcibly integrated into the mission system. Families were baptized under 
duress, removed from their homelands, and conscripted into labor. The Paramount area fell under the mission’s 
sphere of influence, used to support mission agriculture and livestock through the exploitation of Kizh labor. 
This period marked a direct assault on our spiritual sovereignty and communal structure. 
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Subsequent secularization under Mexican rule further displaced our people, transitioning the land into private 
hands through grants like Rancho Los Nietos. These colonial transitions undermined our territorial authority, 
yet they never erased our cultural and spiritual connection to the land. 

Documented Indigenous Archaeological Resources in Paramount 

Extensive archaeological records support the historical presence of our people in this area, including: 

• Village sites of Naxaaw’nga and Naxaaw’nga-Sejat 
• Shell middens, lithic scatters, and bedrock mortars 
• Burial and cremation features consistent with Kizh ceremonial practices 
• Historic-period materials from Mission and Rancho periods 

These findings confirm this region was not only populated by permanent Kizh villages but also held spiritual 
and economic significance across multiple cultural eras. Even during the Mission and Rancho periods, 
archaeological records show continuity of Indigenous lifeways—such as pottery production and sacred 
burials—underscoring the ongoing cultural survival of our people.  
 
AB 52 Consultation and Mitigation Measures 

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and AB 52 consultation requirements, 
Chairman Andrew Salas formally requests that the City of Paramount adopt and implement the Kizh 
Nation’s specific tribal mitigation measures. 

These measures are not generic; they are carefully developed to reflect the distinct historical, cultural, and 
spiritual connection of our Tribe to this land. Key elements include: 

• The mandatory presence of qualified Kizh Tribal monitor during all ground-disturbing activities 
• Immediate notification and halt of work if Tribal cultural resources or human remains are 

encountered 
• The preservation of features in consultation with the Tribe 
• Ongoing government-to-government communication throughout the duration of the project 

These protections are essential to ensuring that cultural resources are not unknowingly damaged or destroyed. 
Our monitors are trained in both archaeological protocol and traditional knowledge systems, providing a dual 
framework of protection. 

We respectfully request written confirmation of receipt of this letter and a timely response outlining the City’s 
commitment to implementing our Tribe’s mitigation measures. We are committed to good faith consultation 
and look forward to working in collaboration with the City of Paramount to protect the integrity of this sacred 
and historically significant land. 

Best regards, 

 
Hereditary Chief Andrew Salas 
Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians–Kizh Nation 



 

         GABRIELEÑO BAND OF MISSION INDIANS – KIZH 

NATION  

   California State Recognized Aboriginal Tribe of the Los Angeles Basin 

(Historically known as the Gabrieleño Tribal Council - San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians)      

 
 
 

GABRIELENO BAND OF MISSION INDIANS – KIZH NATION - PROPOSED TCR MITIGATION MEASURES 

 

    Subject : Clearwater Specific Plan 

TCR-1:   Retain a Native American Monitor Prior to Commencement of Ground-Disturbing Activities 

 

A. The project applicant/lead agency shall retain a Native American Monitor from or approved by 
the Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation. The monitor shall be retained prior to the 
commencement of any “ground-disturbing activity” for the subject project at all project locations 
(i.e., both on-site and any off-site locations that are included in the project description/definition 
and/or required in connection with the project, such as public improvement work). “Ground-
disturbing activity” shall include, but is not limited to, demolition, pavement removal, potholing, 
auguring, grubbing, tree removal, boring, grading, excavation, drilling, and trenching.  

B. A copy of the executed monitoring agreement shall be submitted to the lead agency prior to the 
earlier of the commencement of any ground-disturbing activity, or the issuance of any permit 
necessary to commence a ground-disturbing activity.  

C. The monitor will complete daily monitoring logs that will provide descriptions of the relevant 
ground-disturbing activities, the type of construction activities performed, locations of ground-
disturbing activities, soil types, cultural-related materials, and any other facts, conditions, 
materials, or discoveries of significance to the Tribe. Monitor logs will identify and describe any 
discovered TCRs, including but not limited to, Native American cultural and historical artifacts, 
remains, places of significance, etc., (collectively, tribal cultural resources, or “TCR”), as well as 
any discovered Native American (ancestral) human remains and burial goods. Copies of monitor 
logs will be provided to the project applicant/lead agency upon written request to the Tribe.  

D. On-site tribal monitoring shall conclude upon the latter of the following (1) written confirmation 
to the Kizh from a designated point of contact for the project applicant/lead agency that all 
ground-disturbing activities and phases that may involve ground-disturbing activities on the 
project site or in connection with the project are complete; or (2) a determination and written 
notification by the Kizh to the project applicant/lead agency that no future, planned construction 
activity and/or development/construction phase at the project site possesses the potential to 
impact Kizh TCRs.  

 

 

 

TCR-2:     Unanticipated Discovery of Tribal Cultural Resource Objects (Non-Funerary/Non-Ceremonial) 

 

 



 

A. Upon discovery of any TCRs, all construction activities in the immediate vicinity of the discovery 
shall cease (i.e., not less than the surrounding 50 feet) and shall not resume until the discovered 
TCR has been fully assessed by the Kizh monitor and/or Kizh archaeologist. The Kizh will recover 
and retain all discovered TCRs in the form and/or manner the Tribe deems appropriate, in the 
Tribe’s sole discretion, and for any purpose the Tribe deems appropriate, including for 
educational, cultural and/or historic purposes.  

 

 

 

 

TCR-3:     Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remains and Associated Funerary or Ceremonial Objects 

A. Native American human remains are defined in PRC 5097.98 (d)(1) as an inhumation or 
cremation, and in any state of decomposition or skeletal completeness. Funerary objects, called 
associated grave goods in Public Resources Code Section 5097.98, are also to be treated 
according to this statute.  

B. If Native American human remains and/or grave goods are discovered or recognized on the 
project site, then Public Resource Code 5097.9 as well as Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 
shall be followed.  

C. Human remains and grave/burial goods shall be treated alike per California Public Resources 
Code section 5097.98(d)(1) and (2).  

D. Preservation in place (i.e., avoidance) is the preferred manner of treatment for discovered human 
remains and/or burial goods.  

E. Any discovery of human remains/burial goods shall be kept confidential to prevent further 
disturbance.  

 

 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:  

 

Any/all revisions to the Kizh’s proposed TCR mitigations set forth above must be requested in writing, and 

not more than ten (30) calendar days from the date that we consulted on the subject Project so that we 

can conclude consultation. Requested revisions shall be delivered to the Kizh via email at 

admin@gabrielenoindians.org, and in a Word document, redline format. Please include as the email 

subject: “REQUEST FOR MITIGATION REVISIONS,” and identify the project name and location/address.  If 

revisions are not requested within 10 calendar days of consultation, the Kizh’s proposed mitigations are 

presumed accepted as proposed (i.e., as set forth above). The laws preserving the confidentiality of 

Native 

 

The laws preserving the confidentiality of Native 

 American documents and records prohibits the inclusion of any information about the location of Native 

 American artifacts, sites, sacred lands, or any other information that is exempt from public disclosure 

 pursuant to the Public Records Act. (Cal. Code Regs. § 15120(d) Rocklin (2011) 197 Cal.App.4th 200, at p. 
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220. Please be advised that these protective mitigation measures are property of the KIZH Nation Tribal 

government and no other entity or Tribal government nor should they be utilized for any other Tribal 

government or entity and are protected under the AB52 confidentiality act 

 

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.   
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